Summar y
The invasive schwannoma in the spine is a rare clinical entity. There have been no reports of schwannoma arising from tuberculous spine. The authors report on a case in which invasive cystic schwannoma arose at old tuberculous spine and paraplesia To our knowledge, there are only two case reports dealing with an association between tuberculosis and a tumorous lesion. One is a case of chiasmal osteoma and the other is a large calcified mass occupying the same location after tuberculous meningitis 8,9 . There is no report of neural tumor after tuberculosis. Therefore, the exact mechanism of tumorigenesis in the present case is unknown. However, schwannoma formation may be a sequela of longstanding chronic inflammation.
Because complete removal had the risk of sacrificing many nerve roots, controversy still exist whether these slow-growing and histologically benign but neurologically devastating tumors should be aggressively resected or not 1, 6 
